L

'_

/ .
:

norman ashfield presents vol.l,no.l.April 1948‘ iy
e e

(an occasional - | e
miscellany for Tl o i C' v 2\ O M{i,/,, =
fantasy fans.) i T > 3 L" t’\“ (2 = g//;///tfﬂ
puklished irregul~rly i -

'at the sign of the black cnt',27 woodland rond,thornton heath, surey,

. 0 . . . . . . - - . . . . - - . . . . . - - . . . . . . . . . . .

|
s

ne more British fanzine nov aees the light of day!Whether

it will live longer th-n the proverbi~l may-fly is problem-

atical,but suggestions for Future wssues will be cheerfully

received.

2.This fonzineg owes its existance tothe splendid example of

Operation Foatost and if it can bonek in n little of O0.F's
reflected glory,your editor will bec hapay (Th-nks,Ken,fecr O0.F.
S3.In O.F.2,Ken poses the questisn of the meaning of llic(vide his
article 'Why?') lost 7olk n~rc =t cne timeor ~nother troubled by this
question;we cert-inly don't cxist for the s le¢ purpise of gcttlnv &l
complete csllection of S#{procticslly ~n impoesibility anyway!) The
only comment I con moke is thot those 01k whe are truly religious
scenp to avoid this feeling;they are so sure of the meaning of life
and why they exist!But this is not = Socicty for the discussion of
theolcgicnl prsblems, so we'll leave it ot that,2part from saying
that the.most pﬂpuTLr SF usually dcals with the truimph of good over
evil{witness the ever popular Doctor--you knov--5 i Smith)Even in
the weird type of fiction, this clement cften cxists
4,Interlude....

" o fary B
Did Shaver's Dero i% A4 £ = ‘ .
Activite Nero? R A G '
L N .68
Couldn't the Teras AG e i
Scorec more thon Zero? =1 /T

5.8ome littlc while ngo, we hhd 'Flying s-ucers' in the shy;now at.
the time of writing(J-n.)the Americons report 'flying conesfbeckers
to you!) I expect they'll soon be secing the rest of cur cating
uteneils-~knives, forks ond spuons!
6.An Alombic is the Alchemiet's distill~tion apparttus;I intend 'The
Alembie' to help clear my vicws(~nd yours also)--in thc SOME WRY Gus - ;
liguids 2rc pmrificd by distillation. (That's why this first issue ic
rother o mizup) In 072,C Duncombéd scys thnt he "seems t9 be suffering
Trom r. surfeit of SF ~nd Fontnsy.I c¢-n quite understond him, When I
first discoverced the BFL,I wient wholo-henrtedly back to my pre-war .
madness over 8SF,but nfter . year I find myself rending mogs not for
the individual story, hut 1ﬁ the hope that I ¢on find une well worth
reading--n=t/conly as o picecc Ff fictisn but for its'message'.Altho’
ASF corrics the more 'seicntific'trles,its yarng de nﬁt ﬂthL in my
mind fcr any specific remson(other thhn that of entcertainment] I hoave
found that Amnzing hos ~11 types of fiction(as well as thouvght-provok-
ing articles)--Rog Phillipa'® 80 shnll ye yeap'being an cutstanding
example of its 'message' yorng, I you w“nt cntertainment pure and
simple,. what beats the 'Greon Mon' serics? (thtle SF cbout them!)If
I vere restricted to onc mag{Klono forbid!)my vote would go to Amnzim
(despite Shnver) I would be sorry to miss the others,ASF,FFN ond the
Fontosy Render in poarticular,but I should be able to rond cverything
frim seriocus matter to 11ght stuff in my chosen vehicle.As regords
Sh“ver,"elW—-I really don't Krow--doee onyonc? He's 2 good writer,
and his stories hang together.In'oxploining' mny Fortean EYthrlﬂp,
he haa created o lorger mystery £ hisown.I'm 2t a loss about it,
but Shaver or no Shavergl'il still read AmmziHO(Uhlc sg RAP uhwnng
its policyl) et
7.Fcr Lovers Of The wWeitd, (Micheth IV.1)E
Fillet of a fenny snake, s
I the couldrsy bgil and boke;
Eye of newt, and toe of frog,
Wool of bat, ~nd tongue of dog,
Adder's fork, and blindnuwrm's otlnuj
Lizard's leg, and howlet's wing, <& 4 s
Tor o charm of powerful troubley «= ;!1 -
Likc o hell-broth,b»il and bubblc. | sﬁ SR T
Salliihanea. * 1t 'is clenxy th’t thé Librory chnnot c"‘and s t mig ut .
with its prescnt restricted revenue, 2/6d » year from 60-70 members -
will.only bring in sufficicnt to buy o few of the.good books now
beihg published in Aiericn, when postoge and duplicating eosts hawve
becn
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been paid, and it is also very small in view of the henefit we receive s
from the Library. Wnen I first joined the Library,l was surprised_at
its scope.lore money would, however, mean a better Library. I would
suggest that to help the finances,a small charge be made for each
item borrowed;from the details in the handbook,ld per mag and 2d
per bock would being in about 10/- a month--a uscful fillip to the
funds, What do other members think about this? As magazines cost up
to 3/6d for wartime issues, and much more for scarcer 188uUes of
earlier date,ld apicce is little in compnarison., A better bargain
still would be 2d per book borrowed. UGH! that's cnough on a
distasteful subject!
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The cloud chamber expanded.......w-———

e S Rl e
A sudden movement occurred in the Universe,where the stars ey | 5:5)“

had been pursuing their normal orderly courses. Something had happened-~— .
--something unknown--a runaway star had apneared to upset the ordered
action of the universe's inhabitants. It was more than o runaway star
--it was a veritable juggernaut,taking no eare for others in its
rath--crashing onward,ever onward.,.....

A small star was in its path, and the rogue star, 2 giosnt in
comparison, passed within a few mil¥ion miles of it. As it passed by
unheeding,its tremendous gravitational force drew out a fialament of
the gaseous matter of which the small star was composed,giving this
filament a circulatory motion., The aggressor vainished in the distance
but the 1life of the small star wos changed for ever., From being just
one of countless numbers of similar stars, 2nd o very minor one at
that,it became one of-the nobility of its race,having somcthing that
the others hadn't got----of vhich morc anon......

The filament of gnscous nmatter that hod been drawn out revolved
round the sun, and in eons of tims, o change wns to be scen., As the
filament circulated it gradually cooled;as it coolcd,the gosesus
matter condensed; as the goseous matfcr condounsed,it was drawn
together by its own force of graviatotion; os the condenscd matter
drew together, plonets were horn.......

The star had now entered the nobility of ita race,for relatively
few had the luck to possess a family of ploncts.

Very soon, it Weeome apparcnt thaf ih 11l ten ploncts had been
fisrmed, and as they circulatc¢d arcund their parent sun, their motion
was slowed by friction with the. cloud of dust that wos 211 thot
remained of the gasecous filement from which they had been born. In
the process of -slowing dovwn,the fiftl planet's spc-d woe reduced too
much to enable it to keep if%s place in the family, ond it started
falling into the sun. Before it had got very fer, however, it was
torn apart by the grovitationnl foreces of its pipent and brethren,
and a mass of a8teroids or niinor planets wons formed vetween the
fourth and sixth planets. As the remaiuign planets cocoled, their
surfaces gradually solidified.......

On the third plauet, life appeared, first in the form of zlgne,

a primitive form of being, then evolving into fish,recptiles,birds,
mammals, and finally.....MAN, )

At first he could hardly be distinguished from his simine
ancestors, but as his protruding chin slowly receded. «ud his
slanting forehend strnightencd,he grew to reecuble man of todoy.

Herded in caves, he was only able to presScerve his spsecics from
the nttacks of the cornivorous beasts that peopled the wgrLd by
the small armonnt of intelligence he possesscd--just suffiecicut no
IO L6 o e 1o ropie ’ . .

After the lapse of nany nore years, man@from belng.zn intalklpen b
beast,settled down and becarie an ngrlculturlst; qnd.301gnce devqloyed
--rninly in form of astronomy and senason-prediction, which latter is
essenticl in an ngricultural community. Man was still frightened
by noturc and huncn sacrifices were made @o appease the gods.of .
naturc; eclipses of the sun were one of his worst-trlzls, sacrificecs
to that body being prevalent and considered very irportant.

As science developed, nan came 10 realisc that there woere nany
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. other entities in the Universe beside the enrth,which howcver he

still believed in his superior viny to be its centre--anyone not
beieving this wons o herctic and nony suffered for their indiscre-
tion until the frct that the corth woe o 1nere ~torr was gencrally
accepted. Hencoforth science was disassocin.ed from superstition,
and nan's pr-ogress,now thnt he wag freed from his shackling chains,
was rapid., He coanquered the lond,by notors,trains, mines, ctc...

He conquered the sens by huge iron nonsters thnt seened to break
all the laws of nature...He conquered the air by balloons,
airships, and then ~eroplanes,...BUT one thing he coulnd't
conquer, . .HIMSELF,

The inventions of scicnce were opnlicd to weapons,not
#gainst noture, but ~goinst his fellowen. He went on the seas
in warships, under then in subnnriner; he used airplanes to ond’
eities ~“nd blew their inh bitonts to hite; he uscd scicntific
discoveries to rinke poison gas t- naim his enemics.....and wars
roged over the fair foce of the cnrth,

Meanwhile, the physicists werc puzzled because their calculat-
ions shwwed that the Universe was cxpanding, and coch inprovenent
in technique confirncd this. The Universe wns not only expanding,it
scened to be exploding, but this point was never s tisfociorily
explaind . for after nony yenrs of prepoarantion,nan wiped his race
from the foce of the enrth with his scientific devastation by
poison gas,bacterisclogicnl warfare, ond....the last strow....atomic
boubs, Man could relense the cnergy of the ator:, but could not
control it,nd the whole earth becamc onc fiery furnace.

Rayt Kopt, on Astonyan physicist, straightened from tnc
inspection of ~ plate sheving the track of 2o proton
which wos bent where it hnd struek -~n atom, and
said,"Thesc cloud chaibers nre truly “Btonishing;
with then we can photogr ph,by nenns of the T
sudden exponsion of water-snturdatd grs,the
path of a proton, and sc determince ite L
veclocity and weight. Thoy ~re certninly the !
nost marvellous of rccent scicntific |
discoveries!™ His corpanion agreed.

EBarth had been born, had lived its
little life and had died in less thon one
sccond of Astonyan time,

------ 0003000000070 . jimewammen 2 2302000000000 200 e mm ta v 4 o

10.I have for some tinc becn coupiling o enrd-index of titles and

authors of storics in SF nings.It's 2 nenwicntal tosk and I doubt

if it ever could be comploted., I an ot the muient coneentroting

upon British issues and AMAZIYG, So far,~bout 230 @messues hawe boen

listed(inc,58 BREASP,27BREUNK,-nd 63 AIAZING).If snyone could

kindly lct me know thc contents of the following BRE's ny index L o g

of then would be coiplote;-4ASF 3/41 &7/41;UFK.'39(all exc,Nov & Sefo (B4 -

Dec),'40(Jn & 4pr,'41(2l1 cxc.Peb & July),'42(exc Mar and Jun), Y-lth éo
'43(exc,Feb and Cet). I belicve I an 12igsing nbout eight issues (epluy

all told.(By thc way thesc nre my Prinary wonts--nny offers?) I N:ij

would be plensed to mswer nny questisnes that ean be settlcd from [

the cards(33d per cnquiry please--that includes postage) CGon I

he%p you? As o frec gift,herc are the Venus Equilateral
gteries thot hove appenred in BRE's:-ASF 1/43 QRil-Interplanetar

6/43-Calling the El:ljpg]ct:ss,4/44-Rucuil,6/44-—043?1;‘(181 Bom:1,2/§5-]303.m L

Pirate;9/45-Pandora's Jillions---and '"The Piring Liné' appeardd in

UNK Wintcr '45!'(If you don't believe nc,lonok yoursclf!) '

1_1. The fOllJ\fJing competition is larslely for your aiusenent,

I trust you will back it up, s the whole of b%o entry fees will

go to the Library funds{no expensecs will be deducted, )The prize

will be one good copy of Wells'"Mconwhilke® and "A King who was a King

in one volune. (If sufficient entries comc along,I will give = small
prize to the entry with half the total correct entries of the
winner) Your entriss(~s neny o8 you like-=3¢ o gol)should be
written on a shcet of paper,hondel by your nme and address

nothing ¢lsc should apperr--not evin any nosty eracks about ' The
Alembic'). The questions neced not be repeated,the answers only
bgi%% giv%?,e.g%“(l)L.ﬂ.WELLS.-nyou ?ccdn't cven give the injitials
0 ¢ _uthor if you lon't knovw then(I'nm cnsy! )BUT PLEASE DON'T :
THE CHECKLIST OR aNY OTHER 4AIDS--I want to k%oé now nuch' you reagsg

know! Don't be afraid if you can't answcer nany,send your entry along.
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Tt's 211'a bithef fun’ nnd for® the goocd of the cnuse, )
Section &; Wno wrote (1)W.r of the Worlds(2)Unthinkable(3)The
Toison Belt(4)The Country of the Blind(5)John Silence(6)The Searlet
Plague(7)Tracer of Lost Persons(8)Hcart of the World(9)Seeker
. %0 the Dead(L10)Wordenholt's Million(11)Dreams from the Past(12)The
Wizara(13)Last and First Men(14)Club of Queecr Trodes(15)larzio's
Crucifix(18)In the Midst of Life(17)Ultinntwa(1l8)Dawm(19)Dracula
(20)Griecn Byes of Bast(21)Purple .Sopphire(22)Riddle of the Sonds
(23 )Day of the Brown Horde(24)The Willows(25)The Hopkins Mss(26)4
Traveller in Tine(27)Pcople of the Ruins(28)Rebirth(29)Maza of
the Ioon(30)Spncehounds of IPCG(31L)Liners of Tiﬂe(Bz)Slgypr of
Souls(33)Weigher of Soulg(34) Jugzlcr ~nd the Soul(35)Inracot
Doep(36)Phra the Phocenicinn(37)The Bross Bottlc(%B)Thc Sea&nd “
Deluge{% @) Terror fron Tirorkal(40)The ¥Man Who Tiltel the Eerth
Segticn B:@ho wrote the folldwing storiec thot have oppenrcc Jin
fngnzines?-{(41l) The Gostal =nd the Doshes(42)Houc of the Gods |
(43)after World's BEnd(44)Truth bout Pyesraft(45)The Worlds of
If(46)The Merdwitch of Ether 18(47)The Green Mnan(<8)City(49)
Beyond the Bhd of Spacc(50)Microcosnic God{51)The Serpent
Goddess(52)The Bqualiscr(83) Interplanetory Bridges,
Section e; Who wrote nngozine storics about 54 ) Venus
Equilateral(55)The Lenurion Documents(56)' Frundntion' (57)Don
Channing(58)Jolin Hale(59)Liancelot Biggs(60)Cnrson of Venus
(61)Jugzernaut Jones({62)Horsescnse Hank(63)Adan Link(64)
Kinnison(65)Jotn O~rter(66)Professor Joreson(67)Crnig Kennedy
Section D, What 1i& or was the nane of the S nag which has had
the longest 1ife(68);~nd (69)*he fantosy rng sinilarly. (7¢)w~s
an Amazing Quarterly issuc! in (927, (71)1932,(73)19382 (74)¥ane
as mony British 8T ond Fontosy nags,ond anerican reprints in
Bnglond os you cafi=-they needn't bhe still in cxistonecc. (1 nark
for eoch nag naned)
The answer to each question will count onc¢ nork,with the
exception of question 74--scc above,
The closing date for entries is the 31lst ¥ay 1948--Cone on,'Hove
2 Go,Joe! (or whatever your nanc is})
12.%Well,that's the end - of this-dssuc-of-tThe Alenbictri~brust-—it e
has intested you. No promises have becn nade about ony fubure issucs,
but I'll probably have & go at another! I do trust,though, that thics
rather poor effort will encourage other British fons to air their
views through their own fonzine. Therce's surcly plenty of “brains
in the BFL,apnrt fron those of the Big Thrce! Good hunting!
APPENDIX, I hawven't left a lot of space for listing the books I hnve
for sale,but ‘here ‘i@ a &rople tEf yau®™? likée o full list of ny surplus,
rsend ne o stenped addreszed cnvelope,and you'll get the works!
AME.R,Burroughs:-Return ¢f Tarzan(Methucn)G.l/3d:Beasts of Tarzan(sape)
yG. /30 darlord Of ¥ars(sane)G.1/3d;Tarzan of the apes(TauchnitzPB)
\fG,1/-Princesg: of lars(Xchhien)G.1/3a,
, ¥ Marion Crawford:-Zoronster(Nelson)G,1/3d;Marzio's Crucifix(Mackillan)
i llan Overboard(sane) G.1/32 cnch.
Unthinkable(Methuen)G 2/6a.
Hodern Tales of Horror(edited by D,Harmctt)(Gollancz)Ve (448pps) 8/-
Switch On The Light(Collected by € 7 Thoiison) (Selwyn & Bleunt)G 4/ -
Drean(S Fowler Wright)(Horrap)G.1/61.Power(S Fowler Wrieht®(BayTrec)l/z-
Quecr Steries from'Truth'-BG-1/34d, :
Before Adan (Jack London)(Colling)G 1/64.White Fang(Nclson)P.1/-
Canmberwell Miracle(J D Beresford) Heinnernon ) FG.2/6a,
Hocus Rooy by C B Foster(published in Austrrlin--PE)G 1/64.
The Lost Jorld(Consn Doylp)(Hodder agIe Stoughtﬂn)F l/6d
The Poison Belt(soug)Il/62,
Riddle Of Tuhe Sonds{E Childers)(Welsou) #G 1/64,
Uncanny Tales (F Iurien Crawford)(Unwin Tisher )T 1/64.
00 NOTE: -Postage extra on orders under . 10/-
NON-Hiction- '
Jorlls Tithout Eni(H Spencer Jones)(Bnglish Universitics Pross)VE 2/64.,
Microbe Hunters{Poul de Kruif)(POCKETbe ks,¥.Y.)G 1/32(DPR)
Miracles OFf Militnry Mclicine(a Q IMoiscl){USA ARMED FORCES Ed.)G 1/3,
Hagic and Rekigon(J G Froger)(Thinker(s Libvrory) 1/32 G-DJ :
Basy.Outline of .Astronony(l Dovidson)(Thinker's) 1/3a. G-DJ

The Occult Review:-Jan'4d7 =and Suwmer '47 @ 94 each, (PB-
New €lope For Britain(0laf Stapledon)(Iethuen) 2/-.7-DT. Poper
Elc¢étronic Engineering(0CT NOV &'DEC '46 )G nt 1/30 ench, i Bound )

Keyi-F=Fair,FG-Fairl§ Good, G-Good, VG-Vcry Go-d, DI-with dust jocket.
This ends nwiber one of voluwie one of 'The Alerbic'. 'be scoin! youl



